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North American Computational Linguistics Olympiad
NACLO is a contest for high school and older middle school
students involving linguistic puzzles. Students will apply their
skills in logical analysis, learn about the diversity and
consistency of language, and have fun. !

!

Open Round: January 24, 2019

Open Round: January 29, 2015!
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Problem by Tom Payne.

international competition in Bulgaria.

The following are inscriptions in hieroglyphic Luvian, an ancient Anatolian language related to (and once thought
to be) Hittite. These writings were totally incomprehensible until one scholar discovered the key: many of the
words were names of regions, cities, and kings.
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Above are six inscriptions that correspond to the names of two regions (Khamatu, Palaa), two cities (Kurkuma,
Tuvarnava), and two kings (Varpalava, Tarkumuva). Your job is to match each inscription with the name that it
represents. The process you use to solve this puzzle is very similar to what archeological linguists actually do when
they discover writings and inscriptions in unknown languages.
Original problem by A. N. Zhurinskj. English adaptation by Valentin Vydrin.
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spoken fluently by about 2000 people.
The following Hawaiian sentences,
with their English translations, are
about a girl named Mele and a boy
named Keone:

Ekahi o Mele kaikunane.
Ekahi o Keone kaikaina.
Aohe o Mele kaikuaana.
Aohe o Keone kaikuahine.
Ekahi ou waa.
Aohe o Mele kaikaina.

Mele has one brother.
Keone has one younger brother.
Mele has no elder sisters.
Keone has no sisters.
I have one canoe.
Mele has no younger sisters.
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Questions? Contact!carstensv@siu.edu
Check the NACLO@Yale website for further information:
Visit the website for more information:
1. There are two possible English translations for the following Hawaiian sentence: “Aohe ou kaikuaana.” What
are they?
2. Translate the following sentence into English and indicate who is speaking, Mele or Keone: “Aohe ou
kaikuahine.”

http://ling.yale.edu/naclo-yale

nacloweb.org

3. The English sentences “Keone has one brother” and “Mele has one younger brother” would be difficult to
translate directly into Hawaiian. Explain why this is true.
Original Problem by V. Belikov. English adaptation by Valentin Vydrin and Thomas Payne
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