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CoLA Lowdown
 

 



A NOTE

From the Dean
 

The State of the College of Liberal Arts, despite many headwinds this year, is Excellent:
·     Students are succeeding. For CoLA

·     CoLA Overall (Undergraduate and Graduate Students) at the beginning of
F25: 1,227. (978 were undergraduates)

·     Of those 978, 499 were CoLA majors (up 6.5% from last year) and
479 were Undecided and SSI students.

·     Many of our majors maintained stable numbers this year, and a few
programs saw overall growth, including Anthropology and English.

·     Our CoLA major retention rate from F24 to F25 was about 77%
(overall SIU rate was about 67%). The Fall to Spring rate was 91% for
CoLA majors and Undecided students, and 73% for SSI students (which is
up 2% or so from last year). These numbers are very close to last year for
both groups.

·     Despite beginning the FY with no new budget for hiring, we have been actively
hiring:

·     4 TT hires this FY due to resignations and retirements (CVeX, Fiction,
Spanish, & Political Science) all were replacements;

·     4 new advisors, 2 more staff replacements;
·     3 new permanent school Directors;

·     Increased Efficiencies
·     Rewritten and (largely) approved OPs for every school that more

accurately reflects the makeup of CoLA
·     New Student Advisory Committee to allow for increased student

communication with CoLA leadership
·     Effusive thanks to Toby Merriman, we are completing a whole year with

CVeX open to all. He has done the work of two leaders as we continued to
see CVeX help us all increase student engagement;

·     New Career Development Opportunities
·     New Career Week last Fall with several successful panels, classes, and

alumni participation;
·     Focus2Career, a donor supported and now available web portal
·     Podium Education Approved for a pilot: students can sign up for a

course that provides workplace experience, new skills, and an online
internship-like experience;

·     New Advising Team: a big thanks to Thomas and all the other advisors as we
transitioned and received undecided SSI students; a gigantic lift with very little
advanced preparation or an increased budget;

 
So, objectively, CoLA is doing pretty well. We continue to face financial and personnel
challenges, but with every challenge comes opportunities.
 
It is truly an honor to serve you as Dean. Thank you very much for all of your support
and kindnesses.



 

 

College Calendars
 

CoLA Events Calendar

 

CoLA Faculty & Staff Calendar

 

College Committees
 

CoLA Committees Webpage

 

The CoLA Committees webpage lists all the committee meeting minutes.
﻿

 

College

Meetings
Directors meetings take place the second Thursday of every month at 3pm,
Dean's Conference room, Faner 2408.
 
Undergraduate Program Coordinators meetings take place the fourth Tuesday
of every month at 3pm, Dean's Conference room, Faner 2408.

 

Upcoming

Deadlines
 
April 18: NTT workload assignments due
May 1: NTT Annual Review
May 15: GA performance evaluations

 

https://cola.siu.edu/about/events/
https://cola.siu.edu/people/faculty/
https://cola.siu.edu/people/cola-committees.php


 

Share Your News﻿
Do you have news to add to an upcoming CoLA Lowdown? Submit this form to
share news, events, awards, and more with the rest of the College.

 

 

 

Incentive Winners 2025
Associate Professor Incentive ($5,000)
 

·     Gray Whaley: To conduct research on a new project on the history of the
Klamath Indian Reservation. The project focuses on the interactions
among Klamath tribal representatives and federal officials, primarily
congressman and employees of the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA),
regarding the administration of the reservation forestry.

 
·     Ken Mulligan: To finalize research on a book project examining how

changes in mainstream U.S. news media have led to the success of
investigative journalism but at the cost of lowering trust in democracy. As
news media organizations do a better job of holding government
accountable, the associated rise in negative news and government drives
down public trust in political institutions. This is the double-edged sword:
Traditional news media protects democracy by keeping citizens informed
while simultaneously undermining democracy by diminishing public trust
in political institutions.

 

Assistant-Full Summer Incentive ($5,000)
 

·     Michele Freeman: To conduct research for an ongoing book project
examining martyrdom. Her project seeks to better understand the
different means of identification with martyrs promoted by the Greek and
Syriac preachers, and to understand why certain Syriac preachers favor
graphic, sensorial descriptions to incorporate audiences into martyrs’
suffering, while avoiding discourses of imitation. Overall, the project
reevaluates the social and ritual dynamics of the early Christian cult of
martyrs through the lens of homilies preached by clergy, as well as the
under-recognized regional diversity in practices of martyr veneration.

 
·     Allison Hammer: To complete a new book project, titled Unruly Alliances:

Cultures and Politics of Liberation. The work looks to aesthetics as a tool

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2Fr%2F65EWNj8jaZ&data=05%7C02%7Crachelw%40SIU.EDU%7C1a6ea8cd205141f22aa308dd7dc77054%7Cd57a98e7744d43f9bc9108de1ff3710d%7C0%7C0%7C638805017769450093%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mMTVg%2FNMml5NXyzSOg7J9po%2FQAQrpyt4Oy7%2FSePJhlk%3D&reserved=0


for the development of unruly alliances that cross, transcend, and dissolve
borders and boundaries between categories of race, sexual and gender
identity, and class, as well as between disciplinary and generic boundaries.
Through interdisciplinary research methods, the project investigates how
cultures and politics of liberation take shape during and after crises, such
as authoritarian takeover, war, climate disasters, pandemics, and other
large-scale, global and local events.

 
·     Anna Sicari: To complete a new research project examining a

reproductive health care center in Carbondale. The funds will be used to
travel to several out of state locations to interview staff, and to interview
local staff members and stakeholders to examine strategies to successfully
build community and support in the clinics. 

 

Interdisciplinary Incentive ($3,000)
 

·     Ulrich Reichard and Chris Stantis: Their project combines the research
methods of two fields – anthropology, a field of study that links the social
sciences with the physical sciences, and chemical archaeology, which
focuses on analyzing stable isotopes in human remains – to examine
whether insects are a fallback food for white-handed gibbons. They will
examine whether insect consumption is relatively higher during the dry
season, when fruit is less available, than low during the rainy season.

 
·     Tobin Grant: To develop curriculum for two initiatives: (1) an

undergraduate course in History expanding students’ understanding of
America’s religious diversity and (2) a graduate workshop providing
advanced training in the social scientific study of religion and politics. The
incentive program will support course preparation, training sessions, and
instructional videos for faculty in Political Science, Sociology, and related
fields.

 
Grant Writing ($2,000)
 

·     Santiago Gualapuro: For work to develop a research grant proposal that
aims to investigate the development of linguistic competence in the
interpretation of quantifiers and numerals in typical developing Kichwa-
Spanish bilingual children aged 5 to 8. This study will be the first to
explore these linguistic elements in a minority language, addressing a
significant gap in our understanding of language development and
cognitive processes in bilingual populations.

 
Pedagogy Enhancement ($1,000)
 

·     Kyle Sutherland: To develop experiential learning opportunities in SOC
302-Contemporary Social Problems. Funding will be used to forge
meaningful relationships with community stakeholders and organizations
in Carbondale that are addressing important social issues.

 
·     Shelby Swafford: To develop innovative online course content and

material for CMST 201—Performing Culture. CMST 201 is one of the last



core Communication Studies courses that does not have dedicated online
course content. The funds will be used to obtain editing software and
course design materials to create new online content for the course.

 
 
Inclusive Excellence ($3,000)
 

·     Tobin Grant: To support the development of a plan for a new yearlong
pipeline program in community-engaged social science that will provide
students with training and experience in community-engaged research.
Research projects will include collaboration with communities to develop
research questions, methods, and analysis that produce ethical and
impactful outcomes. Community-engaged research provides students with
hands-on experience in all stages of the research process and a deeper
understanding of communities and their needs.

 

 

2025 CoLA Awards
 

Early Career Faculty Excellence Award – Santiago Gualapuro, Assistant
Professor, School of Languages and Linguistics.
 
Scholar Excellence Award – Shu-Ling Wu, Associate Professor, School of
Languages and Linguistics.
 
Tenured/Tenure-Track Outstanding Teacher Award – Joe Shapiro, Associate
Professor, School of Literature, Writing, & Digital Humanities.
 
Non-Tenure-Track Outstanding Teacher Award - Sabrina Starnaman,
Assistant Professor of Practice, School of History and Philosophy.
 
Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant (Ph.D.) – Emine Turkmen,
Teaching Assistant, School of History and Philosophy.
 
Outstanding Graduate Teaching Assistant (M.A.) – Mónica Rodríguez
Herman, Teaching Assistant, School of Languages and Linguistics.
 
Please join us in congratulating this year's winners. We would also like to give a
special thank you to the 2025 CoLA Awards committee members for their hard
work and thoughtfulness in reviewing the nominations.

 

 

Recent Accomplishments



Faculty
 
 
Dustin Greenwalt, Assistant Professor of Practice, School of Communication
Studies, recent publication titled “Optimism” in the forthcoming edited volume,
Ecological Feelings: A Rhetorical Compendium, edited by Joshua Trey Barnett
and published by Michigan State University Press (2025). 209–228.
 
Shelby Swafford, Assistant Professor of Practice, School of Communication
Studies, received the Outstanding Book Chapter Award from the Central States
Communication Association.
 
 

Graduate Students
 
Reza Shirmaz, Teaching Assistant, School of Communication Studies, is having
his play "Muzzled" produced at the prestigious Chopin Theater in Chicago by the
Theater of the Absurd, May 2 - 25, 2025.
﻿

 

 

Recent Events
 

Honors Day
 



 

 

Honors Day 2025 was a success for CoLA with 45 students, and their families,
attending the ceremony. Jennifer Sigler, an SIU English Alum and current Director
of SIH Foundations and Funds Development, gave the keynote address. Thank
you to all of our CoLA faculty who attended and helped to celebrate our
students.

 

 



Important Information﻿
 

CoLA Electives Webpage - CoLA is looking to highlight courses for Summer and
Fall 2025 that majors across the university can take as electives. We're looking
for courses that do not require a prerequisite and are likely 200/300/400 level
courses. These courses will be included on the CoLA Electives Webpage and sent
out to advisors across the university. Courses that are not taught often, are new,
or are Special Topics courses are especially encouraged. If interested, please
send a course flyer to Rachel Wolters (rachelw@siu.edu).

 

College of Liberal Arts Commencement will be held Saturday, May 10, 1pm, at
the Banterra Center. Faculty information can be found here.

 

The LGBTQ+ Faculty and Staff Council is now accepting nominations for a
number of open positions. Nominations are open until Thursday, May 1.

 

mailto:rachelw@siu.edu
https://commencement.siu.edu/faculty/


 

 

Upcoming Events
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 

 

Southern Illinois University | College of Liberal Arts 1000 Faner Dr | Carbondale, IL 62901
US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

 

To unsubscribe from the COLA-ANNOUNCE-L list, click the following link:
[&*TICKET_URL(COLA-ANNOUNCE-L,SIGNOFF);]&*TICKET_URL(COLA-ANNOUNCE-L,SIGNOFF);

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.givecampus.com%2Fschools%2FSouthernIllinoisUniversityFoundation%2Fplanting-the-roots-of-legacy&data=05%7C02%7Crachelw%40SIU.EDU%7C1a6ea8cd205141f22aa308dd7dc77054%7Cd57a98e7744d43f9bc9108de1ff3710d%7C0%7C0%7C638805017769475260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gx3NS%2FvWwqOz5X16Swt16htvgy1KJXknOOGLxVqqvG8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.givecampus.com%2Fschools%2FSouthernIllinoisUniversityFoundation%2Fplanting-the-roots-of-legacy&data=05%7C02%7Crachelw%40SIU.EDU%7C1a6ea8cd205141f22aa308dd7dc77054%7Cd57a98e7744d43f9bc9108de1ff3710d%7C0%7C0%7C638805017769475260%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gx3NS%2FvWwqOz5X16Swt16htvgy1KJXknOOGLxVqqvG8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2Fsiuccola%3Figshid%3DYmMyMTA2M2Y%3D&data=05%7C02%7Crachelw%40SIU.EDU%7C1a6ea8cd205141f22aa308dd7dc77054%7Cd57a98e7744d43f9bc9108de1ff3710d%7C0%7C0%7C638805017769489730%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nLxKEKyqQA%2BGZCyCK1igvFGjO%2ByxqvF5%2BANGp7iMwM4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2Fsiuccola%3Figshid%3DYmMyMTA2M2Y%3D&data=05%7C02%7Crachelw%40SIU.EDU%7C1a6ea8cd205141f22aa308dd7dc77054%7Cd57a98e7744d43f9bc9108de1ff3710d%7C0%7C0%7C638805017769489730%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nLxKEKyqQA%2BGZCyCK1igvFGjO%2ByxqvF5%2BANGp7iMwM4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.constantcontact.com%2Flegal%2Fcustomer-contact-data-notice&data=05%7C02%7Crachelw%40SIU.EDU%7C1a6ea8cd205141f22aa308dd7dc77054%7Cd57a98e7744d43f9bc9108de1ff3710d%7C0%7C0%7C638805017769502263%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QmtXsMdAaAQ1CQ0rU6Nm1iL5dYUei7BNPvvrwZkw6EY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.constantcontact.com%2Flanding1%2Fvr%2Fhome%3Fcc%3Dnge%26utm_campaign%3Dnge%26rmc%3DVF21_CPE%26utm_medium%3DVF21_CPE%26utm_source%3Dviral%26nav%3D8f0ae800-7b14-4c91-acf2-45cc6b816173&data=05%7C02%7Crachelw%40SIU.EDU%7C1a6ea8cd205141f22aa308dd7dc77054%7Cd57a98e7744d43f9bc9108de1ff3710d%7C0%7C0%7C638805017769514287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3L7gH%2FGVH85uyuXZ8ZiomI2934y9nj72D4HjCGTBcaE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.constantcontact.com%2Flanding1%2Fvr%2Fhome%3Fcc%3Dnge%26utm_campaign%3Dnge%26rmc%3DVF21_CPE%26utm_medium%3DVF21_CPE%26utm_source%3Dviral%26nav%3D8f0ae800-7b14-4c91-acf2-45cc6b816173&data=05%7C02%7Crachelw%40SIU.EDU%7C1a6ea8cd205141f22aa308dd7dc77054%7Cd57a98e7744d43f9bc9108de1ff3710d%7C0%7C0%7C638805017769514287%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3L7gH%2FGVH85uyuXZ8ZiomI2934y9nj72D4HjCGTBcaE%3D&reserved=0

